Preventing malignant-cell transfer during endoscopic brush cytology.
Transfer of malignant cells on cytology brushes was responsible for false positive cytology reports in 4 patients. In 24 examinations of cytology brushes after patients with gastric carcinoma had been previously endoscoped, malignant cells were identified on 7 occasions. Satisfactory irradication of malignant cells was achieved by autoclaving the brushes for 15 min, not by cleaning with chlorhexidine or pancreatin. Although these observations may argue against the use of non-disposable brushes, non-disposable brushes provide a higher yield of cells and are cheaper than disposable brushes.